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Prof. John Parker 
Speakers Name: Professor John Parker 

Contact Address: Cambridge University Botanic Garden, 1 Brookside, 
Cambridge, CB2 1JE 

Phone Number: 01223 336267 Mobile Phone:  

Speakers Website:  

Sp-E-mail address: jsp25@cam.ac.uk 

Lecture Titles:  Walking in Henslow’s Garden 

 John Henslow, Cambridge University and the Education of 
Charles Darwin 

Lecture Cost:  

Travelling Distance  Travel Fees:  

Availability:  

Add-information: John Parker is Professor of Plant Cytogenetics at the 
University of Cambridge, Director of the Cambridge University 
Botanic Garden and Curator of the University's Herbarium. 

 

 

Charles Darwin came to Cambridge University after a dismal year reading medicine 
at Edinburgh.  At Cambridge he fell deeply under the influence of John Henslow, 
Professor of Botany, whose own vibrant research programme focussed on 
experimental studies of the nature of species.  Such a close friendship grew 
between them that Darwin was known as "the man that walks with Henslow", and it 
was Henslow who recommended Darwin for the Beagle voyage.  We will here 
explore the contribution of Henslow and his scientific colleagues in the University to 
the education of young Mr Darwin, and consider its lasting impact. 


