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Peter Ibbett 
Speakers Name: Peter Ibbett 

Contact Address: 3, Masefield Avenue, Eaton Ford, St Neots, PE19 7LS 

Phone Number: 01480 218756 Mobile Phone: 07981 942287 

Speakers Website:  

Sp-E-mail address: pjibbett@aol.com 

Lecture Titles  The Deserted Market (Potton Market Square 

 The Ironmongers shop at Potton 

 Mr Punch goes to the Great Exhibition 

 At the Parish Boundary:- Potton & Buckden versions 

 In the footsteps of the Eynesbury Giant 

 Return to the Turnpike 

 A-Z of Victorian Farming 

 Long may she reign!! 1953 National & Local 

 On the road in 1910:- Volume 1 of ‘The Motor’ 

 What was a manor? 

 The Sound of the Anvil:- The Ibbetts at St Neots 

 St Neots Jewel of the Ouse valley (Talk or Walk) 

 St Neots Walks - ask for details 

 Oklahoma Skies:- Learning to fly in 2nd WW America) 

 Eagle schooldays:- Life at Bedford Modern in the 1930’s 

 Round Britain in 1951:- 13 Tour Guides from Festival of 
Britain 

 Buckden :- Village & Towers (Talk or Walk) 

 1950’s Bedfordshire (Bedfordshire Magazine) 

 1911 Census … National, Potton, & St Neots stories. 

Lecture Cost A speaker’s fee of £25-£35 is normally charged. 

Travelling Distance Beds & Cambs Travel Expenses £5 to £10 

Availability  

mailto:pjibbett@aol.com
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Equipment Needed All are illustrated and will need the use of a good screen.  
Projection equipment can be supplied. 

Add-information: Peter Ibbett was a founder member of the Potton History 
Society and has acted as its programme secretary since its 
formation in 1977.  He was born in the town and grew up on 
its historic Market Square from which his interest in Local 
History developed.  He has lived in Little Paxton, Eynesbury, 
and Buckden before moving to his present home in Eaton 
Ford.  His career in science teaching has taken him from 
Bassingbourn and Melbourn to Chatteris in Cambridgeshire 
and Elstow in Bedford and founding the Kip McGrath 
Education Centre at Eaton Ford in St Neots providing after-
school tuition in Maths, English & Science for 6 to 16’s from 
which he has recently retired.  He is now working with the St 
Neots Town Centre Initiative to help raise awareness of its 
heritage.  He is also a trustee of the St Neots Museum and 
an official guide at Buckden Towers. 

 

THE DESERTED MARKET.   

Potton has a fine example of a Market Square which was one of the most active 

in its county.  Its buildings remain.  What caused its decline?  Potton Walks 

available. 

THE IRONMONGERS SHOP.   

The local shop has become an endangered species.  Two talks trace the 

development of the Ironmongers on Potton Market Square over the last 170 

years.  The Victorian Ironmongers Shop + Behind the 20thC Ironmongers 

Counter. 

Mr PUNCH GOES TO THE GREAT EXHIBITION.   

The 1851 volume of Punch magazine combines factual detail and humorous 

insights into Victorian life. 
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AT THE PARISH BOUNDARY.   

The boundaries of a parish can provide a fascinating insight into its 

development.* Buckden & Potton versions* 

A WALK INTO HISTORY.   

The St Mary’s Street area in Eynesbury shows how to find clues about past 

changes and how to leave material for future historians to use.  In the Footsteps 

of the Eynesbury Giant walk available. 

   RETURN OF THE TURNPIKE.   

This talk uses the examples of the Bury (near Ramsey) to Stratton (near 

Biggleswade) & the Potton to Eynesbury Turnpike roads. 

A-Z OF VICTORIAN FARMING.   

A 2500 page agricultural cyclopedia gives a fascinating insight into the lives of 

progressive Victorian farmers. 

LONG MAY SHE REIGN!   

Newspapers and magazines provide an insight into life at the dawn of the new 

Elizabethan era 50 years ago. 

ON THE ROAD in 1910.   

Volume 1 of ‘The Motor’ reveals a wealth of information both mechanical and 

social as the motor car began its grip on daily life.  

WHAT WAS A MANOR?   

The story the effect of the Manor on Parish life as illustrated by the four Manors 

of Potton.  (Burdetts; Regis; Rectoria & Much Manured) 

THE SOUND OF THE ANVIL.   
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The changing scene around five generations of the Ibbett Agricultural 

Engineering family at South Street in St Neots. 

St NEOTS:  - JEWEL OF THE OUSE VALLEY.   

Three talks:  - The Mystery of the Priory of St Neot; St Neots Market Square; 

1905: Guide to the Spa & Houseboats.  Walk versions available 

    OKLAHOMA SKIES.  

The WW2 experiences of a St Neots boy at the No3 British Flying School in the 

USA as seen through the ‘Open Post’ magazine of the times. 

EAGLE SCHOOLDAYS. 

 A collection of Bedford Modern School magazines from the 1930’s reveals 

much about inter-war life and attitudes towards education.  

ROUND BRITAIN IN 1951.   

Thirteen Festival of Britain guidebooks reveal a past era. 

    Also available are:- 

FIRE! 

The effects of fire in one Bedfordshire town over 200 years. 

THE POTTON SHAMBLES 

The story of a unique market building. 

LOCAL HISTORY QUIZ 

Instructional and fun for small teams. 

GAS, WATER & SEWAGE 

How your ancestors dealt with the basics of life. 
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Buckden:  - Village & Towers.  A new book on Buckden reveals the history of 

a Huntingdonshire village and its historic Towers, the home of the Bishops of 

Lincoln. 

1950’s Bedfordshire.  The Bedfordshire Magazine ran from 1947 to 1999 

providing a quality look at past and present Bedfordshire history.  This talk 

features the 1950’s and its contrasts with the present day. 

The 1911 Census.  A talk featuring the national background and the local 

picture in the Potton, St Neots, and Buckden areas.  Local details with some of 

the stories behind the names in the enumerators list. 

 
 


