WISBECH & FENLAND MUSEUM

www.wisbechmuseum.org.uk 01945 583817

Curator: David Wright curator@wisbechmuseum.org.uk 01945 583817
Museum Square, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE13 1ES

Ast Curator: Robert Bell info@wisbechmuseum.org.uk 01945 583817

Friends: William Knowles w.knowles@talk21.com

Museum Square, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE13 1ES

Wisbech & Fenland Museum is one of the oldest museums in the United Kingdom.
It is very unusual because it is not only a museum, but also home to two historic
libraries and it also has a substantial archive of local government records, manorial
records, maps, and photographs and is the Diocesan repository for 26 local
parishes. The collections were initiated by the town's Literary and Museum
Societies which were formed in 1781 and 1835 respectively. Since the Museum
opened in 1847, the collections have continued to grow, but the essence of the
Museum remains virtually unchanged. So come and discover a treasure house of
rare and unusual artefacts, illuminating history, both local and worldwide, recent and
ancient.

The collections were initiated by the town's Literary and Museum Societies which
were formed in 1781 and 1835 respectively. Since the Museum opened in 1847, the
collections have continued to grow, but the essence of the Museum remains virtually
unchanged. We collect, care for and interpret the natural and cultural heritage of
Wisbech and the surrounding Fenland. Displays range from decorative arts and
paintings to archaeology, geology, and local social history. There is an interesting
display dedicated to the work of the pioneer anti-slavery campaigner Thomas
Clarkson who was born in Wisbech. There is an active programme of temporary
exhibitions and events and facilitates educational opportunities for learning both in
the Museum and through outreach to local schools and community groups. We aim
to cater for all ages and abilities, and sessions will be tailored to the needs of your
group. Admission to the Museum is free.

The Friends of Wisbech & Fenland Museum support the Museum. In particular they
aim to: improve the display of the exhibits, arrange special exhibitions, lectures, and
concerts and to generally further the charitable purposes of the Museum and
encourage the development of its facilities.

In recent years they have supported various acquisitions, for example a new
computer for use by Friends and volunteers, text panels for an exhibition and a new
display case for the manuscript of Great Expectations. In addition, they continue to
research and produce a variety of Museum publications.

Join the Friends and you can enjoy: The winter lecture programme, Opportunities to
volunteer at the Museum, Invitations to exhibition previews and special events and
Social outings in the summer

Information about Membership and the Programme is available from the Museum.
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