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Cambridgeshire Association for Local History
WHO ARE WE AND WHAT DO WE DO?

We were founded in 1951 as the CAMBRIDGESHIRE LOCAL HISTORY COUNCIL, at a time 
when there was concern at the lack of Local and Social History provision in the outlying 
villages of the county.  In 1983, to reflect the trends of the day, the organisations name was 
changed to the CAMBRIDGESHIRE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY.
However, in May 2006, the Executive Committee felt that the organisations name should be 
changed to the Cambridgeshire Association for Local History, to re-
emphasise the organisation�s founding principles and to highlight its Umbrella role 
representing the counties societies and clubs, a role we take very seriously indeed.  One of our 
principle aims is to Encourage and Support the Study of Local and Social History in 
Cambridgeshire.  We also encourage members to transcribe records and carryout research on 
their own or with others and to make the results available through the Reviewor elsewhere.  
We continually seek new ways of advancing the study of Local and Social History.  We are 
always willing to help and advise, as well as keep Cambridgeshire�s vibrant Local and Social 
History community informed of all the local and national news and events, whether this is at 
Society or on an Individual or Family level.
Our Individual and Family members can attend our lectures for free, while members attending 
from our Affiliated societies and CCAN Local Group Associate Members will be asked to pay 
just �1 each.  Guests and non-members interested in Local History are more than welcome to 
attend, but we would ask them to pay �2.50 per lecture.  We hold Monthly lectures usually in 
Cambridge, from October to April.  In April, we hold either an Annual Conference or History 
Fair and in May, we hold our AGM and Award Ceremony both out in an outlying village.  
Speakers at the monthly meetings cover a wide range of subjects.  In the summer months, we 
arrange an extensive range of Excursions and Visits to places of Historical Interest.
The Cambridgeshire Association for Local History: has three main Annual Awards:
Cambridgeshire History Book Awards: From the vast amount of printed material and 
books that are deposited at the �Cambridgeshire Collection� each year; the Head Librarian in 
charge of the Collection provides the Association with a shortlist of up to 100 published 
items.  These range from locally printed village or family histories up to substantial hardback 
books.  All these shortlisted items are carefully and individually studied and reported on.  
Then during an in-depth selection process usually held in the spring, a final collection of 
between 5 & 10 books is chosen.
Service to Local History in Cambridgeshire Awards: Awarded for the first time in 
2006, these awards are designed for people who have made a significant contribution to the 
study and accumulation of knowledge of the History of Cambridgeshire over the years.  There 
were 6 recipients in this first year.

CYPHA: Cambridgeshire Young Persons Awards: These were awarded for the first 
time in May 2007.  They were awarded in recognition and as a reward to young people who 
have carried out history related work in Cambridgeshire.  The award is open to Young people 
aged 16 years and under, and is open to either individuals or groups.  The main idea is for it to 
be as diverse and as inclusive as possible.  There is one open based category 

For more details see the website or contact the Secretary for a entry form
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