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You are cordially invited to the Annual Gathering of the Cambridgeshire Association for Local History for 
its Local History Awards 2010 and AGM, which will be held at  

Toft Peoples Hall, School Lane, Toft, Cambridge CB23 2RE 

On Saturday May 22nd 2010 at 2.15 pm  
(Note: timing changed slightly to accommodate public transport timings) 

(Members and Award Winners are welcome to bring guests, however, only members have a vote 

AGENDA 
(To save paper and postage All Reports and Minutes will be distributed on the day) 

 

1. The President’s Welcome 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd May 2009 

4. Secretary’s Report for the year ending 31st March 2010 

5. Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

a) Consideration and Adoption of the Accounts 

6. Honorary Membership Secretary’s Report 

7. Honorary Excursions Secretary’s Report 

8. Review Editor’s Report 

9. Election of Officers: President, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership 
Secretary, Excursions Secretary, Review Editor and Auditor 

10. Nomination for Representatives to serve on the above bodies listed in (9) 

11. Any Other Business 

12. Date of next Executive Committee meeting – 24th June 2010 

 

After the AGM, our President, Mike Petty will introduce and the following Awards; we will start with the 
presentation of ά/¸tI! -Cambridgeshire Young Persons AwardsέΦ  This will be followed by the 
ά/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ .ƻƻƪ !ǿŀǊŘǎέ, the ά!ǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ CƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜέ and the Cambridgeshire Community Archive Network 
Awards, 

 

Light refreshments, kindly prepared by the ladies of the Toft Historical Society will follow this; when there 
will be an opportunity to circulate and chat to all the various award winners.  This will be followed by Toft 
Historian Mrs Anne Mitchell MBE, when she will give an illustrated talk entitled:  
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Agenda Items 
Agenda Item 3: 

MINUTES OF THE AGM OF THE CAMBRIDGESHIRE ASSOCIATION FOR LOCAL HISTORY 
Held in St Peter’s Hall, March, Cambridgeshire PE15 9JR 23rd March 2009 at 1.45 pm 

1: The President welcomed the members, award winners, and guests. 
2: The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd May 2008 were agreed and signed. 
3: IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ for the year ending 31st March 2009: 
It has been another successful year for the Cambridgeshire Association for Local History and I extend my warm 
thanks to all the officers and members of the CALH Executive committee. Especially to Tom Doig, who has continued 
with his light touch approach to the Chairman’s role.  To Michelle Bullivant for all her continued ideas and 
enthusiasm, to Maureen Nicholls and Bernard Amps in all they do and to Francesca Ashburner for her help as the 
Minutes Secretary and for the wonderful annual ‘Review’ and to Janice, Ray, Peter and Janet for all their help and 
support. 
The Association and the Cambridgeshire Community Archive Network have officially joined in a special relationship 
of ‘Association’ and this has moved forward with great success.  There are now 48 local groups moving forward with 
renewed vigour, including a new Cambridge and Cambridgeshire group for photographs that do not fit into the 
regular categories. 
Now for all the past years statistics:  We have had an excellent and well-received Saturday lecture programme at St 
John’s hall.  Where we had a total of eight talks on a wide variety of subjects ranging from Cromwell to Jet Fighters, 
as well as talks to commemorate the 800th anniversary of the foundation of Cambridge University and the 900th 
anniversary of the foundation of Ely.  The Association has also shared invitational lectures with the Cambridge 
Antiquarian Society, the Cambridgeshire Industrial Archaeology Society, and the Cherry Hinton Local History Society.  
The continuation of the small raffle at each meeting and occasionally a bookstall has also proven to be extremely 
well received. Many thanks to Bernard Amps, Janice and Ray Adams for this, and huge thanks to all the refreshment 
ladies, many of whom have helped at all our events with the teas and to all who have kindly left donations for the 
refreshments. 
The Association members email address book has now been recreated, so we have started sending a selection of 
Local history updates to our members online.  With the increased cost of postage and the drive to be 
environmentally friendly, this is the most effective way we can quickly and more regularly communicate with our 
members.  Members without access to email need not fear, as we will continue with our normal mailings.  If you 
would like to be kept in touch please send your email address to info@calh.org.uk , this is your chance to stay fully 
in touch with what is happening locally. 
Recently on the 18th April, the Association held a Spring Conference, in association with the Linton and District 
Historical Society, entitled “Traditions, Superstitions and Local Customs”.  Here we had four local experts, Pam 
Fitzgibbon-Hall with her talk on Cambridgeshire and Fenland Folk Tales, Peter Carter with his enthralling Story of 
Eels, Punts and Willows – A Life on the Fen.  Peter is the Fenlands last commercial fisherman still making and using 
traditional willow traps.  During the lunch break, the Gog Magog Molly Dancers entertained us.  During the 
afternoon, we had talks from Brian Jones with 'A superstition for the weekend Sir / Madam?'  The many things you 
should and should not do over the weekend’ and what happens if you do!  Then to finish off the day with a flourish, 
we had Tom Doig with ‘Cambridgeshire and Fenland Folk Cures - Not for the Faint Hearted!’ 
This was the second part of our experiment to hold our AGM and awards day and Spring Conference the following 
year, out in the Cambridgeshire villages.  In 2008/2009, we have used the village institute in Great Abington and this 
has proven to be very successful.  Therefore, the AGM and awards day 2009 and our spring conference for 2010 will 
be held in St Peter’s Hall, March.  However, we will be looking for a new venue for our AGM and awards in May 2010 
and our conference in April 2011.  Can your local society help us with this in your village? 
In the summer months of 2009, we can all look forward to a wide variety of exciting excursions.  We have only 
provisionally arranged four visits, mainly due to concerns over the financial crisis and at the time, we were not sure 
how the ‘swine flu’ outbreak would pan out.  Firm dates include visiting the Blists Hill Victorian Town at Ironbridge 
on Saturday 11th July; this will be a joint visit with the Cherry Hinton Local History Society.  There will be a walk 
around Newmarket with Jon Harris on Tuesday 23rd June.  On Monday 20th July, there will be a joint guided walk 
around Duxford Airfield with Les Millgate (a blue badge Duxford guide and ex-jet fighter pilot, who gave us a very 
informative talk earlier this year) this will be a joint visit with Linton and District Historical Society.  To round off the 
excursions booked so far, there will be another joint trip with the CHCT members and local expert Revd. Dr Lynne 

mailto:info@calh.org.uk
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Broughton.  This year we are off to Norwich Cathedral on Saturday 22nd August, picking up at both Cambridge and 
Ely. 
The Association website (www.calh.org.uk) continues to be extremely well received.  The website continues to 
attract a considerable interest from researchers all round the world, especially those with Family history enquiries 
and we are very privileged to have Family History experts Bernard Amps and Maureen Nicholls on the team.  Their 
invaluable help with these enquiries and the whole team’s local history knowledge have provided a continued boost 
to the Association’s reputation.   
Our aim is that the success of the website and the “E-News Network” will continue to keep the people of 
Cambridgeshire informed of all the latest news and local history events happening across the county.  The 
Association has attended and provided displays at various conferences and events across the county.   
The Association has a seat on the County Archives and Local Studies Advisory Group and continues to keep a close 
and active eye on the developments concerning the Cambridgeshire Collection, the Central Library, and the 
Cambridgeshire Archives.  We see this as a vitally important and increasing role.  By now, we are all aware of the 
problems surrounding the loss of the new HRCC project and the continued delay in the reopening of the Cambridge 
Central Library and the impact all this has on the Cambridgeshire Collection.  The Association has worked closely 
with Christine May, (the Cambridgeshire Archives and Local Studies manager), Philip Sanders and Chris Jakes.  The 
Association knows that they and all their staff are all working tirelessly to provide the best service they can under 
very difficult circumstances and we send them our continued support and thanks. 
We see the forthcoming season as again one of challenge and opportunity, one where we will continue to look at 
the services and benefits we offer our different types of membership and how we can enhance these further.  You 
can help us make the association grow and reach a wider audience by attending and supporting as many of our 
events and excursions as you can and by telling all your friends and associates at your own village groups and 
societies all about your experiences.  Together we can all make a change.  
The Association has a broad and varied membership.  As Secretary, I come to recognise and remember many of your 
faces and names.  I thoroughly enjoy the role and I am very privileged to regard most of you as my dear friends.  I 
firmly believe that the new season is one that together we can all look forward to with renewed optimism. 
IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ омst March 2009. 
The Accounts for 2008/9 were circulated.  The Treasurer reported that there was a profit on the year of £917.00.  
The financial position of the Association continues to be sound, with assets of £3,640.  The Committee has agreed 
that there is no need to increase the membership fee at present.  The proposal to adopt the accounts was passed by 
agreement...  A vote of thanks to the Hon. Auditor, Mr d’Arcy Orders was proposed and agreed. 
Membership Secretary Report for the year ending 31st March 2009. 
In the year, 2008/9 there were 31 new members and our total membership was 174, the membership continues to 
grow and is in a healthy state. 
Excursions Secretary Report for the year ending 31st March 2009. 
There had been six excursions in the summer of 2008:  
ü Guided walk Around Historic Saffron Walden with Alan Brigham 
ü Guided Tour of Barrington Quarry and Cement Works with John Drayton 
ü A Joint Coach Trip to Lincoln Cathedral with CHCT and Revd Dr Lynne Broughton 
ü A wonderful guided walk with our chairman Tom Doig around the village of Barkway. 
ü Bulmer Brick and Tile Works and walk around Bury St Edmunds with Peter Minter 
ü Coach Trip to the Black Country Living Museum, Dudley, West Midlands 
1. Other Reports 
The Review Editor reported that the Review had received contributions from members and others for the next issue.  
Reports were given by the representatives to the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, the Cambridgeshire Records 
Society, the Archives Panel, and the British Association for Local History. 
2. Election of Officers. 
As all the committee were willing to serve again, the officers and committee members were individually elected by 
agreement.  The auditor and the other members of the Executive Committee and representatives to other societies 
agreed to continue to serve. 
There was no other business.   
The AGM was followed by the presentation of the CYPHA awards by Mr Tom Doig, and the presentation of the 
Annual Book Awards by Mr Mike Petty. 
Signed by chairman 
Tom Doig 

http://www.calh.org.uk/
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22nd May 2010 

---ooo000ooo--- 
Agenda Item 4: - IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ омǎǘ aŀǊŎƘ нл10: 

Well it has been another successful year for the Cambridgeshire Association for Local History, although it has been 
extremely busy.  It is always very reassuring for a secretary that he can turn to his chairman for advice and know he 
will always receive a receptive ear and a learned reply; albeit that as we are both extremely busy, we normally have 
to chat by phone at the crack of dawn, with sometimes Tom in the bath !! Oh Dear!!, is that too much information?  
Tom has once again continued with his light touch approach to the Chairman’s role and I think I speak on all the 
committee’s behalf, when I say we have all enjoyed our committee meetings that have a genuine free sprit 
approach, where ideas can be freely exchanged, without fear of ridicule or rebuke.  We have achieved a great deal 
this year, and we have not flinched when we had to face difficult issues, in fact, this has made us all far more united 
determined and stronger for the future.  Especially, as we move to plan the Association’s Diamond Jubilee in 2011. 

I extend my warm thanks to all the officers and members of the CALH Executive committee.  To Michelle Bullivant 
for all her continued great ideas and enthusiasm, and for putting on an excellent Local History Fair at Cherry Hinton 
in September 2009.  I am sure that this is an event we will revisit at some time in the future, however it is a huge 
commitment in time and effort.  To Maureen Nicholls and Bernard Amps in all they do and for keeping me on the 
straight and narrow, to Francesca Ashburner for her help as the Minutes Secretary and for the wonderful annual 
‘Review’ and to Janice and Ray Adams for the highly successful bookstall, and to Mike Petty, Peter Filby, Janet 
Morris, Chris Jakes and Philip Saunders for all their help, support and learned advice. 

The Cambridgeshire Community Archive Network have also had a great year, as the awards presented today show, 
but along with these there have been great photo-calendars and many other exciting projects.  There are now 44 
local groups moving forward with renewed dynamism, including a new Cambridge and Cambridgeshire group for 
photographs that do not fit into the regular categories.  2010/11 will be a year of hard work as they look to the 
contract renewal in November 2011. 

Now for all the past years statistics:  We have had an excellent and well-received Saturday lecture programme at St 
John’s hall.  Where we had a total of eight talks on a wide variety of subjects ranging from Heraldry to FANYs to Eels.  
The Association has also shared invitational lectures with the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, the Cambridgeshire 
Industrial Archaeology Society, and the Cherry Hinton Local History Society.  The continuation of the small raffle at 
each meeting and occasionally a bookstall has also proven to be extremely well received.  Many thanks to Bernard 
Amps, Janice and Ray Adams for this, and huge thanks to all the refreshment ladies, many of whom have helped at 
all our events with the teas and to all who have kindly left donations for the refreshments. 

Recently on the 10th April, the Association held a Spring Conference, in association with the March Community 
Archive Network, entitled “the 3R’s – Rivers, Railways and Robbers”.  Here we had four local experts, Cliff Carson 
with his talk on the waterways of the Middle Level, Andrew Ingram, with his enthralling Story of Railways in and 
around Cambridgeshire.  During the afternoon, we had a dressing up session and talks from Brian Jones on Robbers 
and Villains and to finish off the day, a great talk by Stuart Orme on Prison and Punishment. 

In the summer of 2010, we can all look forward to a wide variety of exciting excursions.  We have arranged five 
visits.  Firm dates include visiting Peter Carter’s Willow workshop in Outwell on Friday 25th June.  There will be a 
walk around Nuthampstead with Tom Doig in August.  On Tuesday 27th July, there will be a coach trip to 
Loughborough to see church bells being cast at John Taylors Bell foundry, while in the afternoon we will enjoy a 
Cream Tea on a steam train on the Great Central Railway.  There will be another joint trip with the CHCT members 
and local expert Revd. Dr Lynne Broughton.  This year we are off to St Albans Cathedral on Saturday 21st August, 
picking up at both Cambridge and Ely, with the added bonus of Tom Doig giving a walking trip around St Albans.  And 
finally a September walking tour of Godmanchester with Dr Ken Sneath on Thursday 9th September. 

The Association website (www.calh.org.uk) continues to be extremely well received.  The website continues to 
attract a considerable interest from researchers all round the world, especially those with Family history enquiries 
and we are very privileged to have Family History experts Bernard Amps and Maureen Nicholls on the team.  Their 
invaluable help with these enquiries and the whole team’s local history knowledge have provided a continued boost 
to the Association’s reputation.  We have worked on several occasions with TV documentary production companies 
and the ‘Who Do you think you are team’ helping them with their programme research.  Our by word is if we cannot 
help, which these days is not very often, we can certainly refer you to a ‘man’, who can. 

http://www.calh.org.uk/
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Another of our continued aims is that the success of the website and the “E-News Network” will hopefully continue 
to keep the people of Cambridgeshire informed of all the latest news and local history events happening across the 
county.  The Association has attended and provided displays at various conferences and events across the county.   

The Association has a seat and holds the current Chairmanship of the County Archives and Local Studies Advisory 
Group and continues to keep a close and active eye on the developments concerning the Cambridgeshire Collection, 
the Central Library, and the Cambridgeshire Archives.  We see this as a vitally important and increasing role.  The 
Association has worked closely with Alan Akeroyd (the Cambridgeshire Archives and Local Studies manager), Philip 
Sanders and Chris Jakes.  The Association knows that they and all their staff are all working tirelessly to provide the 
best service they can under very difficult circumstances and we send them our continued support and thanks. 

The Association has a clearly identifiable role in promoting local and social history in the county.  It continues to 
provide an important supporting umbrella role and unified voice for the various member societies, while at the 
same time, offer a forum for the dissemination of the results of current research.  We look to develop a stronger 
bond and closer ties with our main representative groups and with the Cambridgeshire Community Archive Network 
and to look to form links with our sister Associations in the neighbouring counties. 

The Conduit, had been a jointly produced document between CAS and CALH over all its many issues, all bar the very 
first edition.  I cannot answer for the CAS, however, they completely out of the blue decided late last summer that 
the Conduit was their document and they wanted to produce the Conduit solely on their own.  I presume they will 
continue to do this.  All at CALH wish them very well in the future with this. 

However, the broad content of the Conduit was the natural bread and butter material for the Cambridgeshire 
Association for Local History, as the umbrella association for Local History in Cambridgeshire and was a clear benefit 
that our membership have always welcomed and enjoyed.  Since then, our wider membership have been very vocal 
in requesting the Cambridgeshire Association for Local History to produce its own gazetteer, one with a much wider 
remit to cover other areas such as speakers, now that we have our editorial independence, we can now accomplish 
this.  Therefore, in the summer of 2010, the Association will produce a new gazetteer called the Preview.  Already, 
the new Preview webpage www.calh.org.uk/preview.htm is very popular as it lists all our affiliated members 
programmes and a comprehensive list of local speakers.   

We all look forward with renewed and determined enthusiasm to the forthcoming season, as again one of challenge 
and opportunity, one where we will continue to look at the services and benefits we offer our different types of 
membership and how we can enhance these further, especially as we look at ways, the Association can celebrate its 
Diamond Jubilee.  If you have any ideas as to what you would like to do, please let us know.  You can help us make 
the association grow and reach a wider audience by attending and supporting as many of our events and excursions 
as you can and by telling all your friends and associates at your own village groups and societies all about your 
experiences.  Together we can all make a change.  

The Association has a broad and varied membership.  As Secretary, I come to recognise and remember many of your 
faces and names.  I thoroughly enjoy the role and I am very privileged to continue to regard most of you as my dear 
friends. 

Agenda Item 7: - 9ȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ омǎǘ aŀǊŎƘ нлмлΥ 

There had been four excursions in the summer of 2009:  

ü Guided walk Around Historic Newmarket with Jon Harries 
ü Joint Guided Tour of Duxford Airfield with Les Millgate 
ü Joint Coach Trip to the Blists Hill Victorian Town, Ironbridge (A Trip too far!!!) 
ü Joint Coach Trip To Norwich Cathedral with CHCT and Revd Dr Lynne Broughton 

Agenda Item 8: - wŜǾƛŜǿ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ Report for the year ending 31st March 2010: 

The Review of 2009 has received many very favourable comments, which is very gratifying.  The Publications 
Editorial Team has been greatly enhanced with the addition of Janet Morris and Tony Kirby.  The editor has 
approached a number of possible contributors researching topics of interest, a couple of whom have promised 
articles.  As the Review editor says every year – “if you have come across anything in your research that is 
interesting, or just amusing, we welcome short notes.  And if your researches are more serious, we publish articles 
up to about 5,000 words on any topic related to the county”.  The purpose of the Bulletin/Review has always been 
to publish members’ researches and interests in local history in order to share them among the local history 
community (and preserve them for posterity).  So please do consider sending in an article. 
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AGENDA ITEM 9: 

NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR THE COMING YEAR 

President: Chairman: 

Mike Petty MBE Tom Doig 

Vice-Chairman:  

Honor Ridout  

Honorary Secretary Honorary Treasurer 

Andrew Westwood-Bate Bernard Amps 

Honorary Membership Secretary Honorary Excursions Secretary 

Maureen Nicholls Michelle Bullivant 

Review Editor: Review Editor: 

Francesca Ashburner Janet Morris 

NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2009 - (Up to Seven other Members) 

Chris Jakes – Head Librarian Cambridgeshire Collection Philip Saunders –Cambridgeshire Archives 

Ray Adams - Book Stall Janice Adams - Book Stall 

Peter Filby Tony Kirby 

All the officers are willing to serve again and we have one new candidate. 

 

 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 10:  

NOMINATIONS FOR ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES 

From the: Cambridge Antiquarian Society to serve on Association Janet Morris 

To the: Cambridge Antiquarian Society to serve on their Council Tom Doig 

To the: Cambridgeshire Records Society to serve on their Committee Francesca Ashburner 

To the: County Archives and Local Studies Advisory Group: Andrew Westwood-Bate 

Independent Examiner for the Accounts: Andrew Morris 

All are willing to serve again. 
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Cambridgeshire Local History Awards 2010 

CYPHA Awards 

No Name 

1  

2 

3 

Book Awards 

No Authors Name Book 

1  Films were made: a look at films and film makers in the East of England 1896-
1996 

2 Folksongs collected in Cambridgeshire 

3 In harness at Histon: working on Chivers farms in the 1940s. 

4 By day and by night: the story of Royal Air Force Oakington 

5 A grim almanac of Cambridgeshire 

6 Cambridge: treasure island in the fens 

7 The Wisbech and Upwell tramway 

8 The History of Quy Fen 

9 Reflections on Cambridge 

10 Soham and Wicken through time 

11 CŜƴƴŜǊΩǎ ƳŜƴΣ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ мунн-48 

Services to Local History Awards 

No Name 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 Nominated by Melbourn History Group)

6 

Cambridgeshire Community Archive Network (CCAN) Awards: 

No CCAN Group Book 

1 20th Century: Orwell through the camera lens 

2 Swavesey: a pictorial history 

 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE YEAR  
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1ST APRIL 2010 - 31ST MARCH 2011 BECAME DUE ON 1ST APRIL 2010 

Individual Membership £8.00 

Joint Membership 
(Husband and Wife or two members living at the same address) 

£10.00 

Affiliated Society Membership £10.00 

Special Association Membership for CCAN Local Groups and CCAN Membership £10.00 

If you join the Association between January and March (2009) – You have to pay no further subscription 
until the 1st April the following year (2010). 

The Association membership fees have not changed for many years, the CALH Executive committee 
reserves the right during this severe financial crisis in the country to increase fees should it become 
necessary during the year. 

The Society warmly thanks all those members who have already paid their subscription for 2010/2011 and 
especially all those who pay by Bankers Order.  This method is so much more convenient for both the 
Association and for the members themselves. 

If you would like to pay your 2010/2011 subscription and future subscriptions by Bankers Order, please 
complete a Bankers Form and send it to the Membership Secretary.  These are available to download from 
the Association website or by phoning the secretary 

Likewise, if you would like to inform us of any Change of Address or other details, please let the 
Membership Secretary know 

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

FOR 1ST APRIL 2010 - 31ST MARCH 2011 THIS IS NOW DUE 

PLEASE SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 

Mrs M. Nicholls, Membership Secretary, 

66 Maple Grove, March, Cambridgeshire PE15 8JT 

Cheques should be made payable to the: 

Cambridgeshire Association for Local History 
Receipts will not be issued unless specifically requested (if required please send a SAE)  

 

If any of your contact details have changed or you just want to give us your email address please detach and post 
or email to info@calh.org.uk 

Name:  

  

Address:  

  

  

Postcode:  

  

Telephone:  E-mail address:  

Please give an email address it helps us keep in touch quickly: 


